Pansies

There are very few bedding plants that rise to the occasion in the fall like the pansy, a cool-season annual.  Pansies flower profusely in the fall, off and on thru the winter, then burst into color again in the spring providing gardeners with a spectacular three season show.  Pansies generally have bright cheery faces and come in all different colors.   Most Pansies will tolerate temperatures of -25 degrees Fahrenheit or more.  The ideal time to plant pansies is in September or October when the night temperatures cool down.  Fall planted pansies will outperform those planted in the spring when it comes to their display of color and resistance to heat stress.

Pansies will over winter best when planted in a sunny area.  The best way to prepare your pansy beds is to amend the soil with quality peat moss and perlite to enable your garden soil to maintain high water and air holding capacity, essential to all healthy plant growth. Pansies should be planted about 8-10” apart.  Follow this process by using a nitrate fertilizer then water pansies in thoroughly and as needed throughout the winter for a beautiful and successful garden.  Winter watering is very important in Colorado.  Our climate is drier than most and a majority of plants will do much better with once a month watering throughout the season.     

For an extra special spring color display, plant pansies over your favorite fall bulbs.  Not only will you enjoy fall color, but come springtime, you will be pleasantly surprised by the bright and cheery tulips and daffodils pushing their way up through the pansies.

